
Herding for Health: Curriculum Development at SAWC



SAWC is primarily an inclusive conservation training 
institution

we train: 
• Field rangers
• Law enforcement specialists
• Guides and professional hunters
• Conservation bridging courses
• Community stakeholders  
• Protected area managers - at all levels
• International student groups
• Specialist short courses
• And so much more…

(We also conduct research and implement best practise/s in, and out, of protect 
areas globally)



Herding for Health: Basic Eco-Ranger Training (not ‘herders’)

Herd livestock…AND…
Principles of holistic land management
Role and career progression 
Motivate and educate communities members, 
Document changes in the landscape, plants and animals 
Plan for, and mitigate against, the effects of climate change. 

“Eco-Rangers will contribute to the health and wellbeing of livestock, wildlife, 
the land, and people.” 



11 August to 11 September 2019 
12 people, 10 men and 2 women (Zimbabwe, Botswana and South Africa). 



Modules
1, Value of Eco-rangers/Ranger training 
2, Record keeping  
3, Introduction to holistic rangeland principles 
4, Stakeholder engagement 
5, Wildlife contact management 
6, First Aid (level 3, independently certified)
7, Animal handling 
8, Introduction of animal health
9, Husbandry Practices 
10, Climate change 
11, Assessment 



Adult Learning principles

Classroom

Practical / Hands on

Self learning

Peer to peer exchange

Mentorship





Graduation & Learning Exchange

Sense of achievement

Team consolidation

Understanding 

Validation

Support





Lessons Learnt

Modules were developed independently - overlapping material. 

Streamline content - allow for more practical work in the field. 

Mentors important: knowledge, skills, local language facilitation. 

Appropriate language (and proficiency) is key. 

The biggest drawback limited access to livestock. 



1 year 

Train the Trainer

(Herding Academy)

3-4 week 

Advanced Eco-Ranger Training **

4 week 

Basic Eco-Ranger Training (SAWC/in situ)

5 day 

Introduction to Eco-Ranging  (in situ)
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